Reservoir, Safety

Each year we receive reports of swimming,
diving, abseiling and even tombstoning at our
reservoirs. These activities are extremely
dangerous and we would urge anyone who
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and organised events like

triathlons?

Triathlons are officially organised events, which are
closely supervised and have appropriate safety
measures in place. Swim competitors have completed
open water swim training and are familiar with the
hazards of cold water. All watersports participants in
organised events use buoyancy aids or other floatation
devices.
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Thttps:/rlss.org.uk/water-safety/water-safety/water-safety-in-open-water/
Zhttps:/nationalwatersafetywordpress.com/
*https:/nationalwatersafety.wordpress.com/

Reservoirs are deep, open expanses of water that can be
tempting for swimming, especially in warm weather.
However they are also operational sites with hidden
machinery and concrete structures for water treatment
working under the surface that can cause injury.

Underwater hazards include water intakes (suction
pipes) that create strong, unpredictable currents
affecting the ability to swim safely.

Other hidden dangers found at reservoirs include
underwater plant life that can entangle swimmers and
steep, slippery banks, making it difficult to climb out.

Reservoirs are often remote, secluded areas and
have no lifeguarding facilities. Poor mobile phone
coverage also hinders rescue attempts in the event
of an emergency.
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